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GREAT CORNARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of GREAT CORNARD PARISH COUNCIL
held at The Stevenson Centre at 7:10pm on Monday 13th February 2023


PRESENT	Councillors		Mr A C Bavington		Chairman
					Mrs C J Baker		Mrs M Bark							Mrs S Bowman		Mr K Graham						Mr M D Newman		Mr S M Sheridan						Mr T M Welsh		Mrs T E A Welsh						Mrs P White			Mrs J Wilson							Mr C G Wright					
	
						
Council Manager			Mrs N Tamlyn
Council Administrator		Miss E Skuce


1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor D Young.  
Councillor Keane did not attend the meeting.

2. CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

NONE

3. TO CONSIDER DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND COUNCILLOR REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Councillor Bavington declared a non-pecuniary interest in any matter relating to Thomas Gainsborough School as he volunteers at the School and a family member is employed by the Trust. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY

NONE

5. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23RD JANUARY 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk66278005]AGREED that the Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Monday 23rd January 2023 are confirmed and signed as a correct record.



[bookmark: _Hlk107916334]6.    POLICE MATTERS

NONE

The Council Manager advised that there have been reports of motorbikes using Shawlands Wood LNR, the Police have put up signs but these have been removed.  Mrs Tamlyn will speak to the Police about better, more robust signage.  NOTED

7.    TO RECEIVE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

County Councillor Beer reported that he had recently met with Suffolk County Council Officers in Great Cornard regarding the new bus stop on Shawlands Avenue and had introduced the Council Manager to one of the Highways Officers.

Councillor Beer had attended the SCC budget meeting to discuss the increase in precept.  An increase of 1.9% plus 2% for adult care levy was agreed.  The Police and Crime Panel agreed an increase of 6% although Councillor Beer had voted against this.  At least 2% was requested to increase IT support for young people to make it easier for them to contact Police with videos of crimes etc which would be acceptable to Courts.

There are not expected to be any facts and figures on levelling up before the local elections.

District Councillor Barrett reported that the Babergh District Council budget meeting is due to be held on 20th February 2023.  BDC Cabinet is proposing an increase of 2.99%, equivalent to £5.05, and is the maximum amount they can request.

There is no sign in the Budget that parking charges will be introduced in Sudbury and as this is an election year the feeling is that it is unlikely to happen in the next year.  

A feasibility study on moving the dustbin lorries from the former Delphi site to a depot in Mid Suffolk is in hand.  Councillor Barrett expressed his concern that this was another erosion of Babergh District Council’s identity.  

8. TO CONSIDER ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD – FOR NOTING

The Items Brought Forward list was NOTED.

9. DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

i) [bookmark: _Hlk107917455]Confirmation and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on 
23rd January 2023 

[bookmark: _Hlk116386559]AGREED that the Minutes of the Development and Planning meeting held on Monday 23rd January 2023 are confirmed as a correct record.

ii) [bookmark: _Hlk116386621]Questions to Committee Chairman

NONE

10. FIFTEEN MINUTES FOR THE PUBLIC TO ASK QUESTIONS

At 7:25pm the Council invited electors of Great Cornard Parish Council to put questions to the Council. 

A Member of the Public explained that he has lived in Great Cornard for 40 years and has seen the erosion of local facilities in recent times.  The village is looking generally untidy due to the lack of grass cutting and litter picking.  On approaching the Parish Council about the lack of services he has been advised that the responsibility for these matters lies with Babergh District Council or Suffolk County Council.  When speaking to BDC or SCC about the matters he feels that no one takes responsibility.  An example is the hedge planted between Nursery Road and the tennis courts at the school which is now over 25 feet tall.  When reported to SCC they felt this was acceptable even though householders have had to cut down parts of the hedge in order to gain satellite signal.  The Member of the Public feels that the Parish Council should do more to ensure that Great Cornard receives the services it is due.

The Chairman explained the three tier system that exists with different Councils being responsible for different areas in the village and that the Parish Council  does not have more clout and that the staff report any matters that are passed on to them by residents.  The Chairman invited Babergh District Councillor Barrett and District and County Councillor Beer to speak.

Councillor Beer advised that grass cutting is now only completed four times a year, in the past it was every four weeks.  As a Councillor he often challenges the decisions of the SCC Officers.

Councillor Barrett advised that the three tier system is a problem.  Public Realm has been outsourced for some time but has now been brought back inhouse but this does not seem to have improved matters.  BDC’s depot is based in Creeting which means staff and machinery have to be brought in from there.  The large road sweeper which is based in Sudbury has not been available for some time as the HGV driver has been off sick.

The Chairman advised the Member of the Public to continue to report problems to the Council Manager who will ensure the relevant Council is notified.

At 7:25pm the business of the meeting resumed.

11. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON THE RESURFACING OF THE ALLOTMENT CAR PARK

The Council Manager confirmed that the resurfacing of the car park is now complete and a profile of photographs taken during the works is being compiled.  Once the invoice has been received from the contractor the Parish Council will be in a position to request CIL funding from Babergh District Council.  
Councillor Newman advised he has received positive feedback from allotment holders except for an issue with the path linking the car park to the Country Park, the material used is sticking to shoes/boots and being carried onto the new surface and, in some cases, into cars and homes.  

Councillor Wright expressed concerns about the run off in one of the corners which may cause puddling in the car park.

The Council Manager to speak to the contractors about the path and the run off before payment is made.

The Chairman thanked the District Councillors for their assistance in securing funding for the resurfacing work.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk116388583]FINANCIAL MATTERS

i) To approve the latest list of payments (Appendix A)

Members reviewed and NOTED the latest list of payments.




Meeting closed at 7:42pm





Signed __________________________________

Chairman Cllr T J Keane





APPENDIX A


Summary of Income and Payments for
Great Cornard Parish Council up to 13th February 2023
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INCOME UPTO

07/02/2023Source Amount Details

Cornard United  £61.88 Insurance Reimbursement 

Cornard United  £175.00 Rent 

Allotments  £294.50

Cemetery  £261.00

HMRC £5,658.48 VAT Reimbursement - 3rd Qrtr

TOTAL £6,450.86

Direct Debits Company Details

30/01/2023Talk Talk £37.25 Internet Provision

BACS  Company Details

13/02/2023 Sudbury Common Lands Charity£6,313.76 Grounds Maintenance - Half Yearly*

Lambert Chapman  £475.00 Review of AGAR & FY21/22 Accounts 

Countrywide Grounds Maint £497.00 BHL Grnds Maint. Contract 

3IT Ltd £227.67 IT Support - Mnthly 

M J Maynard £439.20 BHL Electrical Repairs 

S & K News  £8.00 Supply of Suffolk Free Press

Auto Innovations  £43.20 Supply of Ashes Grave Template 

* GC Country Park, Shawlands 

Woods LNR (Incld. £200 Fence Repair), Recreation Grnd,

Repair, Recreation Grnd, Stacy Ardley & Village Green 

TOTAL £8,003.83

Transfer £7,966.58

EXPENDITURE


