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GREAT CORNARD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the ART, SPORT & LEISURE COMMITTEE
held in The Stevenson Centre at 7:32pm on Monday 27th November 2023

Present:	Councillors	Cllr David Young		Chair
				Cllr Tony Bavington		Cllr Sharon Bowman
Cllr Kevin Graham		Cllr Tim Hurst		Cllr Melanie Keane		Cllr Tom Keane		Cllr Jane Wakeman		Cllr Colin Wright
	
Council Administrator		Miss E Skuce
Council Administrator		Mrs S Kubat



1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Judith Wilson.

2. 	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
   
[bookmark: _Hlk133312608]NONE.

3. 	DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY

NONE.

4.	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD – FOR NOTING

Members reviewed and NOTED the Items Brought Forward List.

5. 	CORRESPONDENCE

a) Local resident: request for a Christmas tree in Great Cornard

Members reviewed correspondence from a member of the public who was requesting that the Parish Council consider organising a Christmas tree at either Raydon Way, Shawlands Avenue or at St Andrew’s Church.

Members discussed the matter in detail but it was AGREED that due to practical issues and current budget restraints, the Parish Council would not be in a position to pursue the request any further at this stage and the Council Administrator should respond to the member of the public accordingly.





6.	TO CONSIDER THE PROCESS OF INSTRUCTING A NEW AMENITIES GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTOR

Members were reminded that in September 2023, Sudbury Common Lands Charity, who are the current contractors for the grass cutting and strimming at The Stevenson Centre, Stacey Ardley and the Village Green and who also cut the hedges on the Village Green, would be ending their contract with the Parish Council from the 31st March 2024.

Members were asked to consider the process for instructing a new amenities grass cutting contractor and it was AGREED that the Council Manager should use a specification for the works required to obtain quotations from alternative contractors, to be presented to the Committee for consideration at a future meeting.

7.	TO CONSIDER PARKING ISSUES AT BLACKHOUSE LANE IN RELATION TO CORNARD DYNAMOS

Members reviewed correspondence received regarding cars parking along Blackhouse Lane at weekends when Cornard Dynamos play their matches, and those cars causing obstructions along the lane. Members also reviewed photographs provided by a member of the public who lives on Blackhouse Lane.

Members discussed Cornard Dynamos’ suggestion of parking signage to be installed along Blackhouse Lane but agreed that the request would need to be made to Suffolk County Council as it is a highway.

Members AGREED for the Council Manager to write to Cornard Dynamos and request that they ensure parents and other visitors use the alternative parking arranged by the Club at Thomas Gainsborough School and that they keep Blackhouse Lane clear of parked vehicles on match days.

8.	TO CONSIDER A QUOTATION FOR TREE WORKS FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL INSPECTIONS

Members considered a quotation from Evergreen Landscapes and Fencing, who carry out the annual tree inspections on behalf of the Council, for £1,700.00 plus VAT for works required to various trees at the Cemetery, St Andrew’s Churchyard, the Recreation Ground and the Country Park.

Members agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that it accepts Evergreen Landscapes and Fencing’s quotation of £1,700.00 plus VAT for required tree works following the annual inspections.

Funds to be allocated from within the Agency Services, Recreation and Cemetery Budgets.





9.	TO CONSIDER A QUOTATION TO RENEW THE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR THE EXTERNAL TOILET DOORS AT BLACKHOUSE LANE

Members considered a quotation from Healthmatic to renew the annual maintenance agreement for the automatic doors at the external toilets at Blackhouse Lane, for £919.80 plus VAT, which is an increase of 5% on last year’s figure of £876.00 plus VAT.

The annual maintenance agreement provides for the following:-

· 2 preventative maintenance visits per annum;
· 1 reactive visit per annum;
· parts to the value of £250 per annum; and 
· additional call outs charged at £160 plus parts

Members agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that it accepts Healthmatic’s quotation of £919.80 plus VAT to renew the annual maintenance agreement for the automatic toilet doors at the Blackhouse Lane Pavilion.

Funds to come from the Blackhouse Lane Budget.

10.	TO CONSIDER A QUOTATION FOR REPLACEMENT GUTTERING AT THE BLACKHOUSE LANE PAVILION

Members recalled that in September 2023 the Committee agreed for the Council Manager to obtain costings for durable or vandal proof guttering due to the current downpipes and brackets being damaged.

Members considered a quotation received from MCG Property Maintenance & Groundworks for £932.44 (no VAT) to replace the broken downpipes and install protective hardened steel caging.

A Member raised concerns over whether the caging would protect the entire length of a downpipe including the connectors to the guttering. 

Members agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that it accepts MCG Property Maintenance & Groundworks’ quotation for £932.44 (no VAT) to replace the broken plastic downpipes and install protective caging, subject to the Council receiving confirmation from the contractor that the caging will protect the downpipe/guttering connectors.

Funds to come from the Blackhouse Lane Budget.

11.	TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE INSTALLATION OF SECTION 59 SIGNAGE AT THE COUNTRY PARK CAR PARK, ALLOTMENTS CAR PARK AND AT SHAWLANDS WOOD LNR

Members reviewed and NOTED photographs of s.59 signs which have been installed at the Country Park car park, the Allotments car park and at Shawlands Wood LNR (see Appendix A).

12.	TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE AMENDED SIGNS, TO INCLUDE HORSES, AT THE COUNTRY PARK

Members reviewed and NOTED photographs of the amended dangerous dogs signs which have been reinstalled with the additional wording ‘horses are restricted to walking pace only’ (see Appendix B).

Meeting closed at 8:05pm
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APPENDIX B
Amended Dangerous Dogs signage at the Country Park to include ‘Horses are restricted to walking pace only’
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Section 59 signage   installed at the Country Park car park, Allotments car park and  Shawlands Wood LNR                


